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PORT OF SPAIN: West Indies Test 
skipper Jason Holder didn’t get to 
play a single match in their victo-
rious World Twenty20 campaign 
in India this year. Now, Carlos 
Brathwaite, hero of  that final win 
over England, has been appointed 
T20 captain after having to sit out 
the last three Tests. 

No one from the West Indies 
management has spoken about 
split captaincy, but it’s heading 
that way for them. Split captain-
cy need not be bad. Almost all 
Test teams have experimented 
with the concept with varying 
degrees of  success.

But West Indies’ choice seems 
to be prompted by the absence 
of  players who are good across 
formats and there seems to be 
a lack of  clarity over how West 
Indies want their two skippers 
to play. To begin with, both are 
all-rounders with not-so-great 
records. Holder is more experi-
enced than Brathwaite, but hasn’t 
performed consistently. He toiled 
for 86.2 overs taking one wicket 
in the Test series against India 
and scored just 132 runs in four 
innings. Almost after every Test, 
Holder’s performance came under 
review, but his position might 
have saved him from being axed.

BIG-MATCH PLAYER
Brathwaite hit those four sixes 
to take West Indies to the title 
at Eden Gardens, but is new to 
international cricket having 
played only just three Tests, 
eight T20Is and 14 ODIs. To be 
given the captaincy while try-
ing to establish himself  can 
affect one’s game. And this is 
a side with quite a few players 
with great T20 records --- Chris 
Gayle, Sunil Narine and Dwayne 
Bravo. However, the West Indies 
selectors have a completely dif-
ferent opinion.

Brathwaite doesn’t read much 
into the decision to make him 
T20 captain. “I think a team 
like this would be pretty easy 
to lead from the point of  view 
that the dressing room is a fun 
place to be. I don’t think it will 
be a case where I have to nego-
tiate too many egos,” he said 
on Monday. “I don’t want to get 
too deep into the psychology of  
changing leaders because all the 
guys are mature enough. We had 
some cases where players were 
captains and then the next series 
played under another captain.”

Brathwaite admitted to being 

hesitant and said talking to oust-
ed captain Darren Sammy made 
the transition easier. “He just 
said congratulations and told me 
‘it’s a big challenge’. He gave me 
his blessing,” he said. The pres-
sure to perform while playing all 
formats will bother Brathwaite 
as captain as it did Holder. Virat 
Kohli got the captaincy only after 
becoming the leading run-scorer 
in all formats.
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MEWAT: The Haryana government 
spent around Rs. 1 crore to send a 
nine-member delegation to Rio, led 
by the state’s sports minister Anil 
Vij. The money splurged on the 
trip could have been better used 
to develop grassroots sports infra-
structure in the districts which 
have been under neglect for a long 
time now.

 The plight of  Mewat is a clas-
sic example of  this apathy. The 
district, which was carved out of  
Faridabad and Gurgaon in 2005, is 
yet to get a basic sports stadium.

 In the past decade, Haryana 
has risen in stature to become 
a sporting powerhouse in the 
country. The state has produced 
Olympic medalists as well as 
many international athletes and 
Olympians. But the government 
is yet to tap fully into the state’s 
potential as a nursery for sport-
ing champions. There are many 
areas where grassroots sports 
programmes have not reached, 
Mewat being one of  them, despite 
its close proximity to the NCR.

 It’s been 11 years since the for-
mation of  Mewat but the govern-
ment is yet to sanction and build 
a stadium. Till now, no land has 
been allotted at the district head-
quarters in Nuh.

 The sports department office in 
Nuh runs from the first floor of  a 
housing board flat with inadequate 
staff. There are seven coaches from 
different disciplines posted in the 
district but they neither have the 
support nor the infrastructure to 
run the coaching centres. In the 
last four years, the coaches have 
not received any consumable 
sports items or sports equipment, 
either.

 “The government has always 
neglected Mewat,” says Imran 
Khan, a resident of  Nuh. “The 
authorities behave as though 
Mewat doesn’t exist on the map 
of  Haryana. What bigger proof  
of  this than the fact that they have 
not built a single stadium here in 
11 long years.” 

NON-FUNCTIONAL 
ATHLETICS ACADEMY

In December last year, the 
state sports department under its 
scheme named SPEED, opened an 
athletics nursery at Mewat Model 
School, Nuh.

 Fifty seats were allotted to the 
academy, out of  which five train-
ees were selected on the basis of  
a trial. They were supposed to get 
a monthly scholarship of  Rs 1500.

 But the players who were select-
ed belonged to remote villages and 
none of  them joined the academy. 
The 45 other athletes were sup-
posed to be selected through an 
open trial. But till date no trials 
have been held and the academy 
has not started functioning. 

BOXERS WITH NO GLOVES 
In 2014, a boxing coach was 

posted in Mewat but the sports 
department has failed to provide 
a boxing ring. Last year, the coach 
finally started the centre at a small 
private school in Nagina which 
has a boxing ring provided by the 
education department.

 But the sports department 
has not provided a single pair of  
gloves to the centre. As most of  the 
trainees are from poor families, 

they find it difficult to buy gloves 
on their own. They either train 
without gloves or share the one 
or two old pairs they have.

 Despite such shortcomings, 
three of  the centre’s trainees have 
got medals in the state school meet 
and one got a chance to represent 
Haryana in the nationals.

 A hockey and a gymnastics 
coach are also posted in Mewat, 
but without equipment or facilities 
for the disciplines.   

ANTI-SOCIALS AT KHEL 
PARISARS

Mewat got six mini stadiums 
at the block level under the ‘Rajiv 
Gandhi Khel Parisar’ rural infra-
structure development scheme.

The conditions of  these sta-
diums are so bad that they have 
never been used for sporting activi-
ties. Instead, they have become 
hubs for anti-social elements. 

 The sports department has 
failed to maintain the khel 
parisars—caretakers have not 
been appointed and there is no 

electricity. Despite repeated 
appeals seeking funds for main-
taining the rural stadiums, the 
sports department has failed to 
take action.

 “It is not that we don’t have any 
sports culture in Mewat. Here in 
almost every village you will find a 
volleyball court and in some there 
are even two. In the evening it’s 
totally jam packed. But what is 
missing is a proper coaching sys-
tem and support from the govern-
ment,” says Mohamed Sayed from 
Katurpur village in Nagina block.

When asked about the neglect, 
sports minister Vij responded that 
Mewat is a priority for the depart-
ment just like any other district. 
“For the first time in 11 years, a 
district sports officer (DSO) has 
been posted in Mewat. Now that 
the DSO is posted, he will monitor 
the sports there and in the coming 
months, things will be sorted out,” 
added Vij.
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In sports powerhouse Haryana, 
Mewat stands totally neglected 
GOVERNMENT APATHY  Districts like Mewat have no sports infrastructure while Haryana 
sports department spends 1 crore on minister’s eight-member delegation junket to Rio

■ Boxers training at the Nagina 
Tehsil in Mewat. The sports 
department has not provided a 
single pair of gloves to the 
centre. As most of the trainees 
are from poor families, they 
find it difficult to buy gloves on 
their own. (right) The rural 
stadium is in a bad shape.
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PORT OF SPAIN: Experiments with 
cricket have taken the game to 
quite a few non-traditional ven-
ues --- UAE, Singapore, Nairobi, 
Toronto and Malaysia, to name a 
few. But none of  those matched the 
level of  planning that has gone into 
the two-match T20 series between 
India and West Indies to be played 
in Florida on August 27 and 28.

The BCCI came up with the 
idea of  having the series only 
after India landed in St Kitts for 
the just-ended Test tour but unlike 
previous hastily-arranged tourna-
ments, this one has a lot riding on 
it, for the BCCI in particular. 

If  the two games at Fort 
Lauderdale prove to be a huge suc-
cess, it could prompt the board to 
stage more tournaments in this 
untapped outpost.

READY MARKET
The approach hasn’t changed over 
the decades — tap the interest of  
expatriates and sell cricket as a 
sustainable package of  entertain-
ment. Sharjah led the way three 
decades back but then the cricket 
boards were not investing. 

“The US has always been a 

sports loving country. If  we suc-
cessfully introduce cricket as 
another option, especially to 
the Indians, it could open many 
avenues,” said a BCCI official 
involved with the organisation of  
the matches who requested ano-
nymity as he is not authorised to 
speak to the media. Even before the 
action moves from the West Indies 
to the US, BCCI already seems to 
be raking in the moolah. 

“Both matches have been sold 
out. The ground has a capacity of  
around 16,000 which means around 
30,000 tickets have been sold out in 
just under seven days,” the official 
claimed. 

The number of  tickets may not 
be eye-popping, but the price sure 
is. Tickets for a basic ground seat 
costs $75 (approx ̀ 5,025) and it goes 
up to $250 (approx ̀ 16,760) for a VIP 
stand seat, which includes meals 

and drinks. Combined tickets for 
both matches range from $150 
(approx `10,050) to $450 (approx 
`30,170).

HUGE INTEREST 
To put that into perspective, the 
cheapest ticket for the Caribbean 
Premier League matches held in 
Fort Lauderdale in July was $23 
(approx ̀ 1,542), less than one third 
of  the price of  the cheapest ticket 
for the India-West Indies T20s.

“From the day we announced 
the series, we have been flooded 
with calls for tickets so we knew 
people won’t hesitate to pay. But 
we didn’t anticipate tickets would 
be sold off  so quickly,” said the 
official. 

Organising the series wasn’t 
easy though. “Event rules in the 
US are far stricter than any other 
venue. We had to be particular 

about the documents that were 
to be submitted to get permis-
sion in time. A US based event 
management company too was 
hired through tender to manage 
the two matches,” he said.

BIGGEST HURDLE
The biggest hurdle, however, was 
visa approval. If  visiting the US 
for sports-related activity, one has 
to apply for P1 visa, an athletic 
performance permission that 
normally takes at least a month 
to process. 

To make it further complicated, 
US visa can’t be given off-shore. It 
took some persuasion from BCCI 
president Anurag Thakur through 
diplomatic channels to ensure an 
exception was made. “The players 
applied for visa in Jamaica and got 
it after arriving in Port of  Spain,” 
said the BCCI official.
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Lot riding on American dream

■ The All-Stars competition featuring Sachin Tendulkar and Shane Warne showed a potential market in the 
USA. GETTY

■ Carlos Brathwaite, whose four 
sixes won the WT20 for West 
Indies, is the T20 captain.  GETTY

Trend in captaincy going wrong for West Indies

CASH IN Indian 
Board pins hopes 
on expats as it taps 
into a market with 
huge potential
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