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The government has sprung 
into action. Apart from increas-
ing the days of  employment 
from 100 to 150 day under 
rural job guarantee scheme 
MNREGA in drought-affected 
areas, the government said it 
would release Rs 3,000 crore 
for new work in the current 
financial year.

The Centre had already come 
in for scathing criticism from 
the Supreme Court over its 
unpreparedness in dealing 
with the severe agrarian cri-
sis in the wake of  a drought 
in 10 states.

The government had not 
paid states as much as Rs 8,261 
crore as wages for MNREGA 
workers and Rs 3,686 crore for 
material used in financial year 
2015-16.

Following the criticism 
from the Supreme Court, the 
Centre on Saturday released 
Rs 12,230 crore to pay the 
wage liability and start new 
work in the current financial 
year.Meanwhile, the Centre 
has promised to send central 
water commission teams to 
drought-affected areas across 
the country to assess the 

availability of  water and 
prepare reports based on the 
information collected.

One such team is already 
visiting the water-starved 
Latur district in Maharashtra 
and a report in this regard is 
expected to be submitted “in a 
day or two”.

The central water commis-
sion monitors the storage sta-
tus of  91 reservoirs on a weekly 
basis. Of  these reservoirs, 37 
have hydropower capacity 
of  more than 60 MW. As on 
February 7, these reservoirs 
have 37.92 BCM or just 24% of  

their storage capacity.“This 
storage is 69% of  that in the 
corresponding period last year 
and 77% of  the average of  the 
last 10 years,” a release from 
the commission said.

Soaring temperature has 
thrown normal life out of  gear 
in Odisha with more than 10 
urban centres crossing the 40 
degree Celsius mark for the 
past week, officials said on 
Friday.

On Wednesday and Thursday, 
at least 16 and 14 urban centres 
had temperatures of  over 40 
degrees Celsius. On both days, 

Bhubaneswar recorded 43.2 
degrees, the season’s high-
est temperature, according 
to the India Meteorological 
Department.

E a rl i e r,  B h u b a n e sw a r 
recorded 42.2 degrees Celsius 
on March 21, the highest in the 
month in 54 years.The other 
urban centres consistently 
clocking high temperatures 
are Sundargarh, Malkangiri, 
Talcher, Sonepur, Jharsuguda, 
B a l a n g i r  a n d  B a l a s o r e , 
S a m b a l p u r,  B a r i p a d a , 
Angul, Dhenkanal Cuttack, 
Bhawanipatna and Titlagarh.

Government in action as summer of discontent beckons

Para-athletes 
refuse to give up

Amit, 31, is now an assistant 
coach in the Haryana sports 
department. The state gov-
ernment awarded `4 crore to 
him for his achievements and 
in 2013, he was conferred the 
country’s highest sporting hon-
our, the Arjuna Award.

Across the country, para-
sport has allowed hundreds 
of  people with disabilities 
to take control of  their lives, 
giving them economic freedom 
and respect in a society which 
generally looks down on the 
physically-challenged.

Hardly recognised around a 
decade ago, state governments 
are also acknowledging the 
achievements of  para-athletes 
and rewarding them with cash 
and jobs.

“There was a time when 
disabled people were a burden 
on the family, but para-sports 
has changed all that. Now, the 
same families take pride in 
their sporting achievements. 
No longer are they dependent 
on their families. Rather, they 
are contributing to the family’s 
income,” said Amit, who hails 
from Bayanpur in Sonepat.

In Haryana alone, para-
athletes have received cash 
awards worth `20 crore for 

their feats at national and 
international events in the 
last five years.Para-athletes 
from Punjab, Rajasthan and 
Karnataka have also shown 
their mettle in national events 
and the Paralympics – the spe-
cial Olympics held alongside 
the summer Games.“Now, disa-
bled people are encouraged by 
family-members to pursue the 
sports seriously,” said paralym-
pian Girraj, secretary-general 
of  the Haryana Paralympics 
Association.

Dig ambar  Singh,  from 
Alawalpur in Palwal, remem-
bers being abused and assault-
ed by his father and brothers 
because of  his dysfunctional 
left hand and leg before he was 
thrown out of  his home three 
years ago. Since he discovered 
para-sports, Digambar has won 
12 national medals, including 
eight golds, besides more than 
Rs 6 lakh in cash.

25-year-old Laxmi Sharma, 
winner of  the state’s highest 
sporting honour the Bhim 
Award, said para-sports gave 
her an identity and made her 
feel “part of  the mainstream”.  
Last year, the Sports Authority 
of  India (SAI) too started 
employing para-Olympians 
as coaches.Jagseer Singh of  
Rajasthan, an Arjuna award-
winning para-athlete, is now 
an inspector in the Income Tax 

department. 
The Madhya Pradesh gov-

ernment too gives a job to 
the winner of  the state sports 
award every year and so far 
10 para-athletes have found 
employment.

“The pride and money asso-
ciated with para-sports have 
given me a new lease of  life. I 
can take care of  my needs and 
am confident that very soon I 
will give a comfortable life to 
my parents,” said Sunil Phogat 
(35) from Rohtak.

Double-amputee Pawan 
Malik, 27, who also works as 
a tea vendor, is hoping to get 
artificial legs with the cash 
award from his medal-winning 
achievement at the Panchkula 
national games recently.For 
most para-athletes, the pride 
of  standing on their own feat is 
their most prized award. Their 
medal of  honour.

Dalip Singh 
backs SAD, BJP

He also trained guns on 
his brother for “ill-treating” 
his own mother. Referring to 
Uday Singh as “aapji”, he said, 
“You threw me and your own 
mother out when we were par-
taking langar at Bhaini Sahib 
in 2009. You did not let her see 

Satguru Jagjit Singh when he 
was admitted to Satguru Partap 
Singh Hospital in Ludhiana, 
which belongs to you. For 20 
days, she went there every day. 
What is your mother’s fault 
that she has been treated so 
badly by you? You consider 
yourself  a Satguru, but you do 
not become one by just usurp-
ing the guru gaddi (spiritual 
seat). You also have to have the 
qualities of  a Satguru.” he said.

“You want everything. But 
there is a hindrance. The 
Jeewan Nagar dera is with 
your mother. Jo kirpa Mataji 
naal kiti, aethe wi karwa do. 
Sara kuch tuwada ho jayega 
(the favour you did to Chand 
Kaur, do it to your mother 
too. Then everything will be 
yours),” he said.

During the culmination of  
the five-hour programme, Dalip 
Singh, however, gave a clarion 
call for uniting the community 
while hinting that politicians, 
too, are keeping the fire burn-
ing. “The donations of  the 
sangat are going into fighting 
court cases filed by both sides 
or to politicians or police. I 
have unilaterally taken some 
court cases back. 

This money should go in 
making hospitals, schools and 
colleges. Why make more gurd-
waras? Our three generations 
have been fighting. 

When will it all end? I am 
ready to touch his feet, if  
he is ready to unite and let 
all Namdharis enter Bhaini 
Sahib,” he added.“We are with 
the SAD and the BJP but not 
because these two parties are in 
power. Badal has done a lot for 
the community. He has not just 
given land but also funds for 
our memorials. The two CMs 
(Badal and Khattar) can help 
us unite,” he said. Members 
of  RSS, including Punjab 
Rashtriya Sikh Sangat head 
Mukhtiar Singh Mokha, while 
addressing the gathering said 
they will try to ensure truce 
between the brothers.

Later, while speaking to HT, 
Mokha said the RSS and Akal 
Takht jathedar are willing to 
intervene if  the two brothers 
decide to bury the hatchet. 
With aim to increase his follow-
ing, Dalip Singh also asked the 
Sikhs to make the community 
more inclusive. 

“We are always willing to 
delete Sikhs from the faith. 
You have to add more. 

There are 2 crore Sikhs in 
the country. Even if  one fam-
ily feeds a poor child, we can 
add 40 lakh Sikhs per year, not 
by asking them to not cut their 
hair or shun non-vegetarian 
food or drinking but by the 
teachings of  the faith,” he 
added.

HT Correspondent
■ letters@hindustantimes.com

AGRA/BAREILLY: From Gandhigiri 
to threatening jail, several 
Uttar Pradesh districts have 
declared a war against open 
defecation.

Officials in Mathura have 
created an internal WhatsApp 
group where they will circu-
late photograph of  ‘offenders 
being garlanded’ to keep a track 
of  those who defecate in the 
open.

In Agra, the new steps to end 
the menace are: first time offend-
ers will be garlanded to embar-
rass them but repeated violations 
could land them in jail along with 
fines ranging from ̀ 250 to ̀ 2,500.

Kanpur school children will 
ring a bell or beat metallic plates 
on seeing a person carrying 
a ‘lota’ – a specific kind of  pot 
that people carry to fields – who 
appear to be going to defecate in 
the open.

A report from Bareilly 
said those defecating in the 
open in Lodhipur village of  
Shahjahanpur district will be 
“disturbed and shamed” by 
volunteers who will blow whis-
tles and make noises pointing 
towards the ‘offender’.

Open defecation poses a major 
concern for hygiene and even 
safety after a number of  women 

have been attacked when they 
went to fields to relieve them-
selves.  The problem is rooted 
in poverty, with many unable 
to build lavatories.

Speaking to Hindustan Times, 
chief  development officer (CDO), 
Mathura, Manish Kumar Verma 
said government officials and 
employees have been tasked to 
move around in specific areas in 
the morning and evening to keep 
a vigil on those defecating in the 
open, and persuade them to not 
do so. “Those going for open def-
ecation are presented flowers or 
garlanded and asked to not def-
ecate in the open, even as some 
officials click their photographs 

and post them on the WhatsApp 
group,” said Verma. He also 
clarified that photographs will 
not be clicked while any one is 
defecating.

He said in the first phase 
efforts were on to make 18 vil-
lages of  Mathura free of  open 
defecation by April 15.

Similarly, in Agra, district 
magistrate Pankaj Kumar has 
issued instructions to officials to 
make all villages in the district 
open defecation free by August 
15 this year.

Officials said those who did 
not have toilets in their house 
would have to get the same con-
structed using their own money. 

UP to name, shame 
and photograph people 
defecating in the open

■ Officials in Mathura have created an internal WhatsApp group where 
they will circulate photograph of ‘offenders being garlanded’ to keep 
a track of those who defecate in the open.  HT PHOTO

82-yr-old kills wife, 
son for using AC too 
often, attempts suicide 
Ramesh Babu 
■ letters@hindustantimes.com

T H I R U VA N A N T H P U R A M :  A n 
85-year old man allegedly 
killed his wife and ailing son 
in Kerala for using the air con-
ditioner and not following his 
instruction on bringing down 
the power bill, police said.

Paul Painadathu allegedly 
made an attempt to commit sui-
cide after fatally attacking his 
74-year-old wife and 54-year-old 
son with a sharp edged iron bar 
at around 1am.

The octogenarian, a retired 
railway of ficial,  has been 
detained and an investigation 
has been initiated, police said.

Paul telephoned his other 
son, who is working in Qatar 
and informed him about the 
incident and told him that he 
was going to commit suicide. 

The panic-stricken son 
i m m e d i a t e l y  t e l e p h o n e d 
their relative staying in the 
neighbourhood who alerted 
the police.

According to police, Paul 
had warned against excessive 

use of  air conditioner due to 
an escalating electricity bill.    

But both his wife and son, 
who had recently undergone 
treatment for heart prob-
lem, ignored his advice and 
switched on the AC last night, 
police said.

Enraged over this, Paul 
entered the room in which the 
two were sleeping and hit them 
with the iron bar. Both died on 
the spot.

After the incident, Paul 
allegedly tried to kill himself  
by hanging from the roof  but 
could not climb the ladder due 
to old age, police said.

Several states in the coun-
try are battling increasing 
temperatures as summer sets 
in. Average temperatures in 
many states are more than 4°C, 
nearing the heat-wave mark. 

More than a hundred people 
have already died in Andhra 
and Telangana due to sun-
stroke and if  tolls from pre-
vious years are an indication, 
the death toll from across the 
country could run into thou-
sands.›He (accused Paul) told us he committed the crime 

in the early hours of Saturday. When he saw his wife 
and son sleeping in the room with the AC on, he said he 
could not control his temper and hit them with an iron 
rod. Both of them died on the spot.
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■ A police inspector publicly humiliates and beats a man accused of raping his daughter-in-law in Rajkot. 
The city police continue to indulge in the practice of public shaming called ‘Sarbhara’. PARISH JOSHI / HT FILE

Public shaming still an integral 
part of Rajkot police’s arsenal
Hiral Dave 
■ letters@hindustantimes.com

RAJKOT: A repeat offender was 
forced to crawl, a thief  was made 
to perform sit-ups, and so were 
some unruly youngsters break-
ing traffic norms on Holi. These 
are just some of  the techniques 
used by the Rajkot police to pub-
licly shame lawbreakers.

It is not uncommon to see 
police parade handcuf fed 
offenders, asking them to beg 
for forgiveness, making them to 
do sit-ups or even forcing them 
to crawl in this laidback city of  
the Saurashtra peninsula.

This years-old practice of  
public shaming is called ‘sar-
bhara’ (treatment). Observers 
say the only change the practice 
has seen over the decades is that 
public thrashing of  criminals 
has stopped, but the humiliation 
continues.

At least five ‘sarbharas’ have 
taken place this year alone.

Some police officers said pub-
lic shaming was a demand of  the 
people, but the commissioner 
claimed to have put an end to the 
practice. “Rajkot has this tradi-
tion. But we have stopped the 
practice now,” said police com-
missioner Anupamsingh Gehlot, 
who took charge in February.

Videos and photographs, how-
ever, tell a different story.

“If  someone claims he is the 
gunda (don) of  his area, the 

police must beat and humili-
ate him in the same area to 
break his moral,” said retired 
crime branch police inspec-
tor Harisinh Jankant, who is 
involved in a couple of  cases 
with the human rights commis-
sion. Locals too seem to agree 
with the approach.

“It had become unsafe to 
roam freely in areas such as 
Chunarwada. Police are justified 
in their behaviour,” said Ramesh 
Dhanji, a Rajkot resident.

But the argument that such 
punishments “break the moral 
of  criminals” does not seem to 
hold true in every case. Bali 
Danger, who was wanted in 
cases involving extortion, firing, 
blackmailing and threatening, 

was caught in March 2010 and 
paraded on the city roads. When 
released, however, he went back 
to his criminal ways, and was 
arrested in a firing case in 2014.

Also, the most dreaded crim-
inals are usually spared the 
humiliation.

“We wonder why Dawood 
Ibrahim’s gang members such 
as Asif  Raza Khan, Aftab Ansari 
and Rahu Anadkat were spared,” 
said Jitu Ramani, a private firm 
employee.

“It’s police atrocity and shows 
the frustration of  the force 
that has failed to keep crime 
in check,” said Anil Desai, a 
former public prosecutor who 
now does private practice for 
human rights cases.

■ Theft accused Shakti made 
to crawl on the road.
 JAYESH RAVRANIT / HT FILE

Karn Pratap Singh
■ karn.singh@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The police are looking 
for the father of  one of  the boys 
who killed 50-year-old Uber cab 
driver in west Delhi’s Mundka. 
The man has reportedly gone 
underground with the murder 
weapon — a revolver.

Two juveniles killed Kuldeep 
Thakur after an argument over a 
trivial taunt over native places on 
Wednesday. Investigators decided 
to charge the father under section 
201 (causing disappearance of  evi-
dence of  offence) of  the Indian 
Penal Code. 

A separate FIR may be filed 
against him if  it is found that the 
revolver used to kill Thakur was 
without a licence or a fake licence. 

The police said the man could 
have procured a valid licence 
for his gun from any state using 
forged documents. 

“The man was declared a 

habitual criminal by the west 
Delhi police for his involvement 
in repeat offences. It is certain 
that the licence for his gun was 
not issued in Delhi. Delhi Police’s 
licensing unit carries out thor-
ough verification of  gun licence 
applicants,” said a senior investi-
gating officer.  The police learnt 
that the absconding man works as 
a security officer of  the grandson 
for the Nizam of  Hyderabad. A 
team is being sent to Hyderabad 
to trace the teenager’s father 
and raids are being conducted 
in Delhi-NCR. 

He has switched off  his phone 
and is probably using another 
mobile number to contact his 
family and well-wishers. 

The teenager told police that 
after killing Thakur, he returned 
the gun to his father who was 
on a brief  visit to Delhi from 
Hyderabad. 

Some police officers believe 
that the father might be una-

ware of  the crime when he left 
the city with the gun. Others say 
he is intentionally avoiding police 
interrogation as he knows he will 
be booked for his son’s crime.

The two main accused have 
been sent to a correction home for 
boys. Investigators are in the proc-
ess of  collecting evidence against 
them to make a watertight case. 

The revolver will be crucial 
evidence in the case, though 
investigators believe the mobile 
phone details provided by them 
for booking Thakur’s cab would 
be enough to prove them guilty 
in court. Deependra Pathak, joint 
CP (southwestern range), told HT 
that they had already written to 
the JJ Board, seeking approval to 
treat the juveniles as adults. “The 
principal magistrate will take the 
final decision on our request. If  
permitted, we would send the 
teenagers to Tihar jail and not in 
the correction home for juvenile 
accused,” he said.

Father of one of the boys who shot 
Uber driver missing with revolver


