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LUCKNOW: Winners of the
Hindustan Times Woman of the
Year awards, which aim to
encourage and recognise the
achievements of women, were
announced at a glittering func-
tion in Lucknow on Saturday.

UP chief minister Akhilesh
Yadav, who graced the occasion
along with his wife Dimple Yadav,
gave away the awards at the jam-
packed Vivanta hotel here.

This was the couple’s first
public appearance together
after Akhilesh took charge as
chief minister on March 15.

Atul Sharma, who runs
Sankalp, an NGO working to
bring down child trafficking for
use in sex trade, walked away
with HT Woman of the Year tro-
phy. Lucknow’s Shehnaz Sidrat,
president of Bazm-e-
Khawateen, an outfit for Muslim
women empowerment, and
Bareilly’s Pushpalata, runs
Disha, a school for differently
abled children, won the first and
second runners up trophies,

respectively.
Lauding HT’s initiative to

recognise women, Akhilesh said,
“The gap between men and
women is large. We need to give
more opportunity to women as
that only can help reduce the
gap. No society can progress if
women are suppressed.” 

The winner of the Judges'

Choice award was Judith
‘Sangita’ Kellar, founder Kiran
Centre, which empowers dif-
ferently abled children.

Lucknow’s Bharti Gandhi,
founder-president of City
Montessori School, the world's
largest school in terms of pupils,
also won the Judges' Choice
award.

HT salutes achievers at
women award function
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PATNA: Bihar’s efforts to scale up
its primary education infra-
structure has suffered a major
blow with the Centre releasing
just 27% of the state’s share of
funds for implementation of the
Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA)
in the fiscal that ended on
Saturday.

SSA is the flagship project of
the Centre to universalise ele-
mentary education in the coun-
try. “Out of the Centre’s con-
tributory share of R7,040 crore,
Bihar has got just R1,900 crore,
including the last tranche of R180
crore on Saturday,” said state
education minister PK Shahi.

The “abysmally low funding”
will affect the state’s target of
constructing 1.5 lakh classrooms
and 15,000 new schools, officials
of the state education depart-
ment said.

“We may find it difficult even
to pay salaries. We are mobilis-
ing the state’s own resources to
avoid such a situation. But
expansion work has suffered in

big way,” Shahi said.
The minister said the prob-

lem stemmed from the way the
planning commission truncat-
ed the ministry of human
resources development’s budg-
et outlay for SSA — out of the
proposed R38,000 crore for the
scheme, just R21,000 crore was
released. Under the circum-
stances, bigger states like
UPand Bihar have been the
biggest losers.

The other bad news is that
the SSA outlay for 2012-13 is also
not likely to be encouraging and
may hover around R25,000 crore
for the entire country.

“It is strange that the Centre
expects states to implement the
Right to Education Act effec-
tively and honestly without pro-
viding them the requisite
resources,” Shahi said.

“Salary disbursal is priority
and hostels for the Kasturba
Gandhi Balika Vidyalaya resi-
dential schools comes next.
Installation of hand pumps and
construction of toilets are also
important,” said Rajesh Bhushan,
state project director, SSA.
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NEW DELHI: The Nandan Nilekani-
led Unique Identification
Authority of India (UIDAI) will
initiate enrolment of 40 crore
Indians from this month, which
the authority promises to be a
smoother and faster process.

A person would be able to
enrol at the UIDAI registrar in
half-an-hour and the authority
wants to deliver the Aadhaar
letter in less than 45 days after
successful enrolment. This has
been done by smoothing the
entire registration, enrolment
and unique identification or
Aadhaar number generation
process.

“We have brought changes at
three levels,” director general
of UIDAI RS Sharma told HT.
They are at the time of enrol-
ment, when the information
packets are uploaded for gen-
erating numbers and at the time
of issuing the letters. 

To ensure that the Aadhaar
number reaches the resident in
time, the UIDAI will be asking
all private enrollers to scan the
documents of proof of residence
and sent to the authority’s data-
base in Bangalore. “Even if the
address is wrong on the regis-
tration form there will be a way
to cross check the address of
undelivered Aadhaar letters,”
Sharma said.

In the first leg of issuing 20
crore unique identification or
Aadhaar numbers, around five
lakh letters were undelivered.

It was primarily insufficient or
wrong address at the time of
registration, resulting in people
not getting their Aadhaar num-
bers even eight months after
enrolment. An average time to
get an Aadhaar letter was four
months. 

The UIDAI has a mandate by
the Cabinet for enrolment of 40
crore more in the next 18
months and the process for the
same will start from Monday.
“We have called a meeting of all
private partners on April 3 to
train them about the changes
made,” Sharma said.

Although the authority had
decided to continue the intro-
ducer concept for people, who
don’t have any documents as
proof of residence, its applica-
tion will be much more strin-
gent. “Introducer will be allowed

for only those who don’t have
any sort of residential proof,” a
senior UIDAI official said,
terming the concept a key for
inclusive identity regime.

The government has decid-
ed to split the population
between the UIDAI and home
ministry’s census commission-

er, who will conduct the final
sweep to provide Aadhaar num-
bers to the uncovered ones.  “We
(UIDAI and Census
Commissioner) have decided to
work in close tandem so that
the entire exercise is complet-
ed within the mandated time-
frame,” the official said.

Govt fast tracks Aadhaar process
QUICK JOB Registration to take just half-an-hour; the UIDAI promises to deliver letters within 45 days

■ UP chief minister Akhilesh Yadav writes his comment during  HT
Woman award  function at Hotel Taj on Saturday.  ASHOK DUTTA/HT

Bihar schools hit as
SSA funding plunges
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WAKRO (DISTRICT LOHIT): Even after
2006, when the Forest Rights
Act (FRA) was passed, the
reserved forest in Wakro circle
of this easternmost district of
Arunachal Pradesh has seen
regular encroachment and
felling of trees for agriculture.

The practice — prevalent
since 2005-06 — has seen an
unprecedented increase in the
last two years. Acres of forest
area, reserve forest or land
under sanctuary are regularly
encroached upon and used for
agriculture.

The Mishmi people here claim
they need more land in view of
expanding families, fuel wood,
cash income from non-timber
products and fodder for livestock.
“But the population figures hard-
ly corroborate the claims about
expanding families. There are
very few cases of genuine need.
Most encroachments on reserve
forest land are by private indi-
vidualists with vested interests,”
said Gofailum Kri, a social activist
from the area.

Explaining the procedure, T
Pertin, DFO Tezu, said, “Fami-
lies, who have encroached after
the cut-off date will be evicted.”

The cut-off date was
December 13, 2005, when the
FRA became applicable.

The first step in the direction
is an offence report by the beat
forester, which if verified, goes
to the Deputy Commissioner
(DC) of the district, who has all
the land records.

However, the poor track
record of complaints and sub-
sequent cases indicates poor
governance. Pertin admitted,
“That is because there are many
black sheep in the department.”

A case in point is the Turung
forest reserve between the
Namsai and Wakro circles,
which has seen large-scale
encroachment in recent times.
Spread over 163.9 sq km, the
reserve is part of a large con-
tiguous forest in the region

(almost 3,000 sq km) that
includes the nearby the
Namdapha national park. 

More than 50% of the
reserved forest area is being
used for farming. Kri claimed he
has been advocating that even
if people encroach reserve forest-
land, trees should not be cut.

But, according to the data
obtained from the office of the
DFO Namsai, only seven cases
were reported in last two years
in the Turung forest reserve
while the area encroached upon
is approximately 11 hectares.
“There is no record of encroach-
ment since 2006,” an official said. 

Besides, there are technical
problems that remain unad-
dressed. After the FRA was
enacted, there have been cases
of both legal and illegal occu-
pants felling forest trees for agri-
culture.

“But as the reserve forest has
not been demarcated properly
so there is no exact record.
However, there is no doubt that
the area under cultivation has
gone up manifold.”

Under the FRA, the tribals
get ownership of the land that
they have occupied traditional-
ly. But encroachers here have
misused this clause.
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Despite forest act, trees
of Arunachal face the cut
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Lohit district
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forest cover

is moderately
dense

1,615 sq km is open forest

( )
Proposals under the

FRA are already submitted.
A committee too is formed

to deal with those
(encroachers).... hope

something is done soon.
A  PA R O N
DFO Namsai

■ Villagers justify the encroachment saying they need more
land due to expanding families. NIVEDITA KHANDEKAR/ HT 
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