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Arunachal govt thirsts for
power, river be dammed

WORST FOOT FORWARD? Activists raise green concerns over
construction of reservoirs on Lohit, but govt pushes ahead anyway
Nivedita Khandekar
■

nivedita.khandekar@hindustantimes.com

TEZU/HAYULIANG (LOHIT AND ANJAW DIST):

The Lohit and Anjaw districts of
Arunachal Pradesh, inhabited mostly by the Mishmis, are set to witness
a sea change. The Amik Tulo, as the
Lohit river is referred to by the local
population, is likely to be damned.
Well, dammed — actually —
though most environmentalists
can’t see the difference.
The Arunachal Pradesh government has signed a number of MoUs
with private firms under the publicprivate partnership model for as
many as 13 hydro-power projects in
the two districts, seven on the Lohit
and rest on its tributaries.
However, the Mishmis don’t seem
to be against these projects. “We
are not against tapping hydropower potential as a national asset
for revenue. But the process of signing MoUs under the PPP is faulty,”
Khapriso Krong, a former minister
residing in Tezu, says.
The public hearing for Lower
Demwe, the first project in the cascade arrangement, had its share of
problems. Residents complain that
not everybody was given a chance
to raise their objections.
Samdang Tawsik, joint secretary
of the Wakro-based Cultural and
Literary Society of Mishmis (CALSOM), says, “Even before the public
hearing, the
company
did not
maintain
transparency.
God
knows what it will do once the construction begins.”
The company he refers to is the
Demwe Athena Power Ltd. Athena
AGM (Civil) RK Singh says, “We had
earlier given due publicity, and continue to do so for this project. We
are going ahead with our presentations in each of the affected villages.”
The state, meanwhile, defends the
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Officials test the quality of soil and rock as part of a plan to construct hydel
projects on Lohit river in Arunachal Pradesh.
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projects. “What's wrong with the
PPP model? We accepted this
model to tap additional hydel potential. Moreover, public sector companies such as NHPC and NEEPCO
also have a number of projects,”
says Dr KH Paliwal, principal secretary, power and coordination,
Arunachal Pradesh.
But how safe is tapping additional
potential, asks Himanshu Thakkar
of South Asia Network of Dams,
River and People. “If the requirement of the region and the options
for it are considered, it is very clear
that there is no need for so much
power. These projects are imposed
from outside, for outside.”
“Besides ignoring the need to
assess the social impact, the authorities are clearly ignoring the northeast region's fragile geology and biodiversity. There has been no credible assessment for viability or
cumulative impact assessment,”
Thakkar warns, recalling the massive 1950 earthquake — the biggest
in independent India — which

altered the topography around
Sadia, less than 200 km downstream of the first hydro-power
project on the Lohit.
However, Paliwal sticks to his
stand. “Compared to thermal power,
hydel projects bring in clean energy,” he says. “There is no denying
that the country needs more power.
By opting for hydel power over thermal, we are looking at the betterment of the environment.”
The seven projects planned on
the main stem of the Lohit river,
with MoAs already signed for six of
them, are the 1,450-MW Kalai-I,
1,200-MW Kalai- II, 1,250-MW
Hutong-II, 280-MW Anjaw, 1,050MW Demwe Upper and 1,750-MW
Demwe Lower.
The six projects on the tributaries of the Lohit are the 98-MW
Tiding-I, the 68-MW Tiding-II, the
96-MW Raigam, the 21-MW
Kamlang, the 99-MW Gamliang and
the 75-MW Noahdihing.
(As part of Inclusive Media
Fellowship by www.im4change.org)

NEED PANEL
TO ENCOURAGE
INVESTMENTS,
SAYS NK SINGH
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Janata Dal (United)
member NK Singh on Tuesday
recommended the setting up of
a commission to encourage
investments in the country. He
was speaking on the Finance Bill2012 in Rajya Sabha.
“I would suggest the constitution of an investment commission, comprising domain
experts, to actively hold dialogues with the investor community, allay their worst fears,
and encourage tangible investments,” Singh said.
He also suggested a “bipartisan committee” of Parliamentarians to allay investor fears that
policies may change each time
a government steps down.
Voicing concerns on subdued
investor sentiments, Singh said,
“Successive downgrading of
credit rating by rating agencies
such as Standard & Poor will
continue to raise the cost of borrowing, deepen investor skepticism and give negative signals
to the investor community.”
Singh also pointed to the
decline of the long-term saving
rate from 36% in 2007 to 31% in
2011, the burgeoning fiscal
deficit, and poor performance
of the manufacturing sector.
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Railways should manage
finances better, says CAG
HT Correspondent
■
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The situation of the
“severe financial crunch” being
faced by the Railways has been
laid bare by the Comptroller and
Auditor General (CAG).
According to the country’s apex
auditor, accumulated funds of
the public transporter had eroded by as much as 93% in 2010-11.
Presented in Parliament on
Tuesday, the CAG report
brought out a few disconcerting
facts. For one, the Depreciation
Reserve Fund and Pension Fund
of the Railways had closed in
2010-11 with negligible balances
of R18.9 crore and R5.33 crore
respectively. For the same year,
the Development Fund and
Capital Fund closed with negative balances of R1,213.34 crore
and R885.71 crore respectively.
At the close of the year, the
balance in reserve funds stood
at a mere R342.52 crore. It had
declined by R4,690 crore (93%)
over the previous year.
The Railways’ net surplus,
after meeting the dividend liability, stood at R1,404.89 crore
in 2010-11. This was 56% lower
than the budget estimate, the
report pointed out.
The situation is indicative of
“continued poor financial performance” by the Railways, and
“risk of future sustainability”,

CAG OBSERVATIONS
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CAG said financial issues could affect the Railways’ functioning

■ The auditor has found
that accumulated funds
have eroded by 93%.
■ The net surplus has
turned out to be 56%
lower than the budget
estimate.
■ Financial crunch may

the CAG said in its report.
Meagre or negative balance in
the reserve funds will adversely impact the safety aspects and
future expansion of the existing
services, it warned.
The CAG also found serious
fault with its budgetary mechanism, pointing out that during
the period under review, the
Railways had incurred an

impact safety aspects,
pose risk to passengers.
■ Railways spending in
excess of what was authorised by Parliament.
■ There is an urgent need
for closure of financially
non-viable projects.

expenditure of R3,052.78 crore
more than what was authorised
by Parliament. Besides asking
the Railways to ensure that the
Fiscal Responsibility and
Budget Management Act-2003
is implemented, the CAG
slammed it for the “weak follow-up” on the budget speech
and the seeming inability to plug
gaps in the outcome budget.
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The police in north
Kashmir have picked up two
youngsters for their alleged
involvement in putting up
posters that threaten to kill people who reveal information about
militants to security forces.
The Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT)
and Hizbul Mujahideen, both
militant outfits, reportedly put
up the posters.
“Four posters in Urdu were
pasted in different localities in
Pattan (30 km from Srinagar).
The posters do not have signatures but are typical tanzeemy

SRINAGAR:

TWO YOUTHS HAVE
BEEN PICKED UP BY
BARAMULLA POLICE
FOR PUTTING UP THE
THREAT POSTERS
(handwritten) and are not written on a letter pad,” Baramulla
senior superintendent of police
Anand Jain said.
The posters warn of killing
“informers” and “collaborators”
in Baramulla district’s Pattan
area. The militant ‘hit list’, which
constitutes the names of 13 persons including a woman, has

been issued by self-styled commander Abu Talha and Pattan
tehsil commander Javid Khan,
both supposedly of the LeT.
Extolling the “sacrifices” for
the “Kashmir struggle”, it is
written on the posters: “Some
people are collaborating with
the security forces. They have
not mended their ways despite
warnings in the past. Now get
ready for dire consequences”,
adding that the “jihad in
Kashmir will continue till their
goal is achieved”.
“Nothing conclusive has
come up. Investigations are on,”
said Jain.
The police have not ruled out

the possibility of mischief and
rivalry in such incidents.
Inspector general of police
Shiv Murari Sahai said: “If
terrorists want to strike, they
do it. They do not issue posters.
This seems like an act of mischief. But we are meeting those
whose names are there and will
see how security can be provided to them.”
Sopore senior superintendent
of police Imtiyaz Hussain, an
old hand in anti-insurgency
operations, concurred. “We cannot rule out local rivalry,”
HT was the first to report in
April about posters being pasted in Pulwama district.

