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For them, orange is
the colour of hope

TURNAROUND 20 years ago, bringing food to the table seemed
to be the sole point of farming for the Mishmis of Arunachal. Today,
orange cultivation has changed their lifestyle for the better
Nivedita Khandekar
■

nivedita.khandekar@hindustantimes.com

Angyamlu
Tayang, a 35-plus agriculturist from
Pukhri village, has sent her eldest
daughter to Bengaluru for studying
chartered accountancy. The younger
one studies in Class X of Navodaya
Vidyalaya, located about 100 km away.
Two decades ago, Tayang could
never have imagined that her daughters would — one day — step out of
their small village. “Whatever little
money I earned back then was through
weaving. Their education has become
possible entirely because of our orange
plantation,” says she. Today, Tayang
makes anywhere between R1,30,000R1,50,000 annually from 1,000 orange
trees on a three-acre plot of land.
Commercial orange plantation has
heightened the aspirations of marginal
farmers from the Mishmi community in Arunachal Pradesh’s Lohit district. Thanks to the hard cash they
get, the residents are able to send their
wards to private English medium
schools. In Tillai village, some 22 km
from Wakro, 70-year-old Dumhongsa
Rangmang owns orange orchards
stretching over 35 acres of land. After
years of abject poverty, the area’s fortunes have turned for the better over
the last 12-15 years.
“Our area
was always
known for
oranges. So,
the governm e n t
encouraged
commercial plantation by providing
seeds, equipment and even money,”
he says.
Rangmang’s orchards yield almost
four trucks of oranges, getting him R45 lakh per year. “Now, we can afford
to go to Dibrugarh or Tinsukia in
Assam for medical emergencies,” his
eldest son, 35-year-old Brumkho, says.
With black soil and suitable eleva-
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Angyamlu Tayang at her orange plantation in Lohit district. She earns around
R1,50,000 from the plantations annually.
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tion, the Wakro circle of Lohit district
has a success story to tell. One tree
yields about 1,500-2,000 oranges,
which means a minimum income of
R1 lakh per acre. “The government has
been aiding us in this regard for the
last 15 years. Today, orange trees cover
almost 10,000 hectares of land,” says
RN Megeji, district horticulture
officer, Lohit.
However, several factors — including poor maintenance, lack of fertilisers and water shortage — have been
taking its toll on orange production in
recent years. “Our department conducts regular training for farmers with
regard to maintenance. Unfortunately,
they don’t seem to be implementing
anything we tell them,” says
Ramashankar Singh, horticulture
development officer at Wakro.
Of late, several farmers have moved
from orange cultivation to tending tea
gardens – which are supposed to be
more commercially viable. Among those
considering such a move are Sitapmai

Dillang, 35, and Aramlu Bru, 45, residents of Mawai village who have been
seeing revenue from orange cultivation
decreasing with each passing year.
Though Dillang earns around R1
lakh per year, she has to take loans
from traders to pay for her daughters’
education. Bru, who makes about
R70,000 per year through orange cultivation, admits that the “losses may
make me shift to tea gardening”.
However, the Mishmis are not getting the best deal for their oranges,
with traders — all non-Arunachalis
— skimming the cream of the profits
as they send truckloads to Karimganj
in Bangladesh. Though the Centre set
up a mandi at Tezu and Wakro some
years ago, neither the farmers nor the
traders seem to be interested.
“The risk-taking capacity of the
Mishmis is nil,” Singh said, adding that
things could change for the better if
they decide to shed their fears.
(As part of Inclusive Media
Fellowship by www.im4change.org)

AMU, Jamia strive to regain lost glory

LONG PATH AMU appoints ex-armyman as V-C, Jamia remains a tinderbox
ht SPECIAL
Zia Haq
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NEW DELHI: Minority-serving insti-

tutions like the Aligarh Muslim
University (AMU) and Jamia
Millia Islamia remain difficult
places to govern, with unruly
campuses and violence-prone
students, documents accessed
by HT show.
The AMU is now banking on
the university’s new vice-chancellor — a former deputy chief
of the Indian army — as a source
of overhaul. “I thank everybody
for putting faith in a soldier,” Lt

I thank everyone for
putting faith in a soldier.
AMU has a great past and
bright future.
Lt Gen Zameeruddin Shah, AMU V-C

Gen Zameeruddin Shah, the
new V-C, told HT. Yet, recent
documents of the two universities raise larger questions about
Muslims’ ability to run their own
institutions, a fundamental right
guaranteed by the Constitution.
Last month, Delhi’s Jamia
Millia Islamia told the Delhi HC
that it was not prepared to hold
student elections, citing a history of “assaults on faculty” and

“bloody fracas on campus”.
Community leaders say much
is being made of past incidents.
Experts see the problems rooted in a molotov cocktail of commercial interests and local politics. In 2007, a security meeting held by then HRD minister
Arjun Singh following three
murders in AMU said the “possibility of an al-Qaeda link”
should be probed.
“It is absolutely fallacious to
talk about al-Qaeda or other
such elements,” said associate
professor Arshi Khan, adding
the systemic problem had to do
with staffers treating the university as their fiefdom.
Muslim educator and jurist

Sir Sayyed Ahmed Khan had
founded the Aligarh Muslim
University (then AngloMohammedan Oriental College)
after returning from the Oxford
in 1875.
According to veteran Urdu
journalist Anis Jamaae, an old
Jamia student, Jamia’s authorities have always feared that a
powerful student union would
hold them accountable.
But with Jamia’s minority status legally challenged again, says
head of the Islamic studies
Akhtarul Wasey, students ought
to wait for some more time. That
emotional appeal could cool
matters down for the time being,
an insider said.

No recognition of
Dynamic nature of time medical courses
after July 15: SC
Inner Voice
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If a man is able to remain
hopeful even in the worst
situation, he has to thank
the dynamic character of
time. There is a time in
everyone's life when things
move favorably for him.
Things move so nicely
and so fast that we get the
feeling that somebody is
working for us. But then a
phase comes when even
our best efforts, and most
meticulously planned
moves remain nonproductive. We confront one failure after another. Even our
corrective actions backfire.
It is nothing but the effect
of the dynamic nature of
time. Time has never
remained same for any
body.
But, it is also true that
this is the dynamic character of time that generates
hope in us and makes us
continue with our efforts
even in the worst situation.
The wise and learned
understand this unique
characteristic of time and
develop in them the qualities of perseverance and
forbearance. I know of an
80-year-old person, who,
dabbling in shares, never

booked a loss even if it
meant waiting for 20 years
and made good profits.
He has a story: A person
was given capital punishment. When the time of
execution came, he was
asked for his last desire. He
replied he regretted he
couldn't teach the king's
horses to fly. The king gave
him one year's time to
teach his horses to fly.
Relieved, he reached his
home. On hearing everything, his wife was very
happy but soon her ecstasy
gave way to anxiety.
She said she was worried
thinking what would happen after a year as she
knew very well that he
couldn't make horses fly.
Her husband completely
relaxed and free from all
tensions replied, "Look! I
have come to understand
the dynamic nature of time
and it is this knowledge
which has made me
hopeful.
So many things can happen in a year. I can die
before the due date. State
can be attacked and the
King can be replaced by
some other king or this
king can die. Last, who
knows the horses may
start flying!"
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NEW DELHI: The

Supreme Court
has fixed a deadline for medical
and dental councils to grant
recognition and approval for
new courses.
A bench of justice AK Patnaik
and justice Swatanter Kumar
said: “The commencement of
new courses or increase in seats
of existing courses of
MBBS/BDS are to be
approved/recognised by the
Government of India by 15th
July of each calendar year for
the relevant academic sessions
of that year.”
“After 15th July of each year,
neither the Union of India nor
the Medical or Dental Council
of India shall issue any recognition or approval for the current academic year. If any such
approval is granted after 15th
July of any year, it shall only be
operative for the next academic year and not in the current
academic year,” it ordered.
The court also clarified that
if any college getting recognition after the fixed deadline
admits students, it will stand
liable for withdrawal of its
recognition.
The bench further warned
that violation of its orders would

THE COURT ALSO SAID IF
ANY COLLEGE ADMITS
STUDENTS AFTER JULY
15, ITS RECOGNITION
WILL BE WITHDRAWN
invite both contempt proceedings and initiation of department action against the violators.
The directions were issued
by the court initiated contempt
proceedings against six officials
in connection with the admission granted to two girls —
Akansha Adile and Priya Gupta
— in the MBBS course for the
academic year 2006-07 in the
Government NMDC Medical
College,
Jagdalpur
in
Chandigarh, on September 30,
after overlooking the claims of
several other meritorious students and the time schedule.
Contempt
proceedings
were initiated against the director general, Directorate of
Health Services; SL Adile, director of Medical Education;
the dean of Jagdalpur College;
and MS Banjan, PD Agarwal
and Padmakar Sasane,
members of the selection committee. Akansha is the daughter of SL Adile.

DESI BOFORS
TO BE TESTED
IN THAR TODAY
HT Correspondent
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A technologically
improved version of the Bofors
gun manufactured by the
Ordnance Factory Board (OFB)
will be test-fired in Rajasthan’s
Thar desert on Monday, a
defence ministry source said.
This will mark a leap in the
army’s modernisation plans, as
not a single 155mm artillery gun
has been inducted since the
Bofors controversy erupted in
1987. The test-firing comes on
the heels of the defence ministry
clearing the procurement of 145
M-777 Ultra-Light Howitzers
from the US.
The deals are part of the
army's R 20,000-crore artillery
modernisation plan. The
urgency for upgrading the arsenal picked up after army chief
Gen VK Singh's letter to Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh in
March warned of "critical operational hollowness" in dealing
with Pakistan and China.
Around the same time, the
defence ministry had awarded
the OFB a contract to manufacture 100 Howitzer variants. The
ministry had in mind the blueprint of the technology that was
transferred to the OFB at the
time of the Bofors deal in 1986.
The OFB-manufactured variant of Bofors gun can fire a shell
up to 40 km, the source said.
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Road ministry banks on
software to check accidents
Moushumi Das Gupta
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At a time when road
accidents have increased alarmingly across India — one road
accident death was reported
every four minutes in 2010 —
the government, inspired by a
software introduced by the
Tamil Nadu road department
to improve road safety, is planning to replicate the model
across the country.
The Road Accident Data
Management System (RADMS)
was introduced in 2009 under
a World Bank-supported Tamil
Nadu road sector project at a
cost of R2,425 crore. The software installed at 1,400 police
stations in the state not only
geographically maps all accidents taking place on highways
but also identifies the most accident-prone spots, and condition
of roads at such spots. It displays cash trends and other
road-related details at the click
of a mouse.
Though Tamil Nadu ranks
among the top five Indian states
with maximum road accidents
— 45,539 accidents and 11,333
deaths were reported in 2011 —
RADMS has helped identify
3,000 accident-prone spots in
the state. Since its implementation, the number of accident
fatalities has come down from

HOW IT WILL WORK
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Tamil Nadu ranks among the top five Indian states with
maximum road accidents.
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STEP 1: Soon after an
accident, the police
officer on duty logs on to
the system website.
STEP 2: Enters vehicle’s
registration number,
number of people involved
in the accident, fatalities,
exact location and
condition of road, among
other details.

13.39 fatalities for every 10,000
vehicles in 2006 to 10.09 in 2010.
Impressed by the outcome,
the Union road transport and
highways ministry wants to
replicate the model across the
country. “We are looking to
introduce the model across the
country in the 12th Plan. We are
involving
the
National
Informatics Centre in cus-

STEP 3: Information is sent
to the state transport and
highways department.
STEP 4: One official from
each dept visits the site
within 24 hours in case of a
fatal accident, and records
the relevant information
on an online form.
STEP 5: Remedial action is
taken to address problem.

tomising the software to meet
our needs,” said Nitin R Gokarn,
joint secretary looking after
transport in the ministry.
At present, transport and
traffic department officials do
not have access to any scientific database on the most accident-prone spots in their states.
This severely limits their ability to address the anomalies.

Maldives Prez assures India all is safe
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The new Maldivian
President, Dr Mohammed
Waheed, has assured India that
his country is a normal, functioning democracy. “I wish to
impress on the Indian people
that my country is stable and
safe and there is no reason to
be overtly worried about the situation,” he said during his maiden state visit to New Delhi.
He will also ask for financial
assistance. The Maldives has
$ 2 billion in unpaid bills — equal
to a fifth of its budget. Waheed
said PM Manmohan Singh had
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Maldives President Mohammed Waheed in New Delhi.

been “generous” in his talks and
“we are optimist about technical and financial support”.
Waheed came to power after
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the controversial fall of the government of the country’s first
elected president Mohammed
Nasheed in February. The lat-

ter has claimed he was coerced
into resigning and said he was
the victim of a “coup”.
Nasheed has “spread stories
in the media,” said Waheed. “He
resigned live on TV. He wrote
his own resignation letter. He
could have said he was being
coerced at any time.”
Maldives was now set to hold
elections at the “earliest possible date” under the constitution.
In a sign that the political storm
in the island nation is abating,
Waheed said he was “optimistic”
the government and the opposition will come to an agreement
on the nature of inquiry into the
events that led to Nasheed’s fall.

