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HEADLINE: India ranks 132 on the Human Development Index as global development stalls 
 
9 out of 10 countries fall backward in human development in the face of multiple crises like COVID-19, 
the war in Ukraine, and dangerous planetary changes 
 
For the first time, Human Development has declined for two years in a row, with 90 percent of countries 
registering a decline in their HDI value in 2020 or 2021 
 
The world must jolt itself out of its global paralysis to secure the future of people and the planet by 
rebooting its development trajectory. 
 
New Delhi, September 8, 2022: India ranks 132 out of 191 countries and territories on the 2021/22 
Human Development Index, tracking the global decline in human development. Ninety percent of 
countries have registered a reduction in their Human Development Index (HDI) value in 2020 or 2021, 
reversing much of the progress toward the Sustainable Development Goals.  
  
Human Development - a measure of a nation’s health, education, and average income – has declined 
for two years in a row – 2020 and 2021, reversing five years of progress. This is in line with the global 
decline, indicating that human development across the world has stalled for the first time in 32 years. 
 
A large contributor to the Human Development Index's recent decline is a global drop in life 
expectancy, down from 72.8 years in 2019 to 71.4 years in 2021. 
 
The last two years have had a devastating impact on billions of people worldwide when crises like 
COVID-19 and the war in Ukraine hit back-to-back and interacted with sweeping social and economic 
shifts and dangerous planetary changes. The latest Human Development Report - Uncertain Times, 
Unsettled Lives: Shaping our Future in a Transforming World - launched today by UNDP – argues that 
layers of uncertainty are stacking up and interacting to unsettle life in unprecedented ways. 
 
“The world is scrambling to respond to back-to-back crises. We have seen with the cost of living and 
energy crises that, while it is tempting to focus on quick fixes like subsidizing fossil fuels, immediate 
relief tactics are delaying the long-term systemic changes we must make,” says Achim Steiner, 
Administrator, UNDP. “We are collectively paralyzed in making these changes. In a world defined by 
uncertainty, we need a renewed sense of global solidarity to tackle our interconnected, common 
challenges.” 
 
These intersecting crises have impacted India’s development trajectory just as they have in much of 
the world. India’s HDI value of 0.633 places the country in the medium human development category, 
lower than its value of 0.645 in the 2020 report.  
 
HDI measures progress on 3 key dimensions of human development - a long and healthy life, access 
to education, and a decent standard of living. It is calculated using 4 indicators – life expectancy at 
birth, mean years of schooling, expected years of schooling, and the Gross National Income (GNI) per 
capita.  
 
Like global trends, in India’s case, the drop in HDI from 0.645 in 2019 to 0.633 in 2021 can be attributed 
to falling life expectancy - 69.7 to 67.2 years. India’s expected years of schooling stand at 11.9 years, 
and the mean years of schooling are at 6.7 years. The GNI per capita level is $6,590.   



 
 

 
“The Human Development Report shows that progress globally is in reverse. India’s decline in 
human development mirrors this trend – impacted by intersecting crises. But there is good news. 
Compared to 2019, the impact of inequality on human development is lower. India is bridging the 
human development gap between men and women faster than the world. This development has 
come at a smaller cost to the environment. India's growth story reflects the country's investments 
in inclusive growth, social protection, gender-responsive policies, and push towards renewables to 
ensure no one is left behind," says Shoko Noda, UNDP Resident Representative in India. 
 
While some countries are beginning to get back on their feet, recovery is uneven and partial, further 
widening inequalities in human development. Despite a significant economic recovery in 2021, the 
health crisis intensified, with two-thirds of countries recording even further reductions in life 
expectancy at birth.  
 
The global trend is toward a continued decline in human development, with many countries 
stagnating or moving down through the human development categories: High human development 
economies like the Philippines and Venezuela have slipped to a medium development category. Latin 
America, the Caribbean, Sub-Saharan Africa, and South Asia have been hit particularly hard. India’s 
HDI value continues to exceed South Asia's average human development.  
  
India's HDI value has been steadily catching up to the world average since 1990 - indicating a faster 
than the global rate of progress in human development. This is a result of policy choices made by the 
country over time, including investments made in health and education. 
 
A new uncertainty complex 
The COVID-19 pandemic, beyond its damage to people’s health and mental well-being, has also 
devastated economies and exacerbated gender inequality. Gender inequality witnessed a near-global 
rise - the world suffered a 6.7 percent increase in gender inequality. South Asian economies like 
Bangladesh and Bhutan bucked the trend and registered an improvement.   
 
The report also suggests that stress, sadness, anger, and worry have been increasing over the last 
decade, now reaching record levels. On average, countries spend less than 2 percent of their 
healthcare budgets on mental health, which limits access to mental health services for citizens 
globally.  
 
Uncertainty, inequality, and insecurity go hand in hand with polarization and lack of trust. Polarization 
and mistrust shrink our capacity for social dialogue and stifle collective action. Globally, less than 30 
percent of people think most people can be trusted, its lowest recorded value. 
 
The world is not transitioning to a post-Covid-19 build-back-better scenario. On the contrary, 
developing countries in every region are entering a sharply divergent social, political, and economic 
period with especially sharp downside risks for the most vulnerable and regression in gender equality. 
 
India leads the way 
The report confirms that a business-as-usual policy and programmatic response are not tenable in the 
current circumstances.  
 
The report recommends implementing policies that focus on 3 Is - investment — from renewable 
energy to preparedness for pandemics and insurance—including social protection— to prepare our 
societies for the ups and downs of an uncertain world. While innovation in its many forms—



 
 

technological, economic, cultural—can also build capacities to respond to whatever challenges come 
next.  
 
“Policies that focus on the 3Is will enable people to thrive in the face of uncertainty. India is already a 
frontrunner in these areas with its push towards renewable energy, boosting social security for the 
most vulnerable and driving the world's largest vaccination drive through Co-WIN, supported by 
UNDP,” adds Shoko Noda.  
 
Over the last decade, India has lifted a staggering 271 million out of multidimensional poverty. The 
country is improving access to clean water, sanitation, and affordable clean energy. 
 
India has also boosted access to social protection for vulnerable sections of society, especially during 
and after the pandemic, with a 9.8 percent increase in the budgetary allocation to the Social Services 
sector in 2021-22 over 2020-21.  
 
India’s international contributions to sustainable development continue to grow. A leader of the 
International Solar Alliance and the Coalition for Disaster-Resilient Infrastructure, India is a champion 
of South-South cooperation and emerged as a major global supplier of COVID-19 vaccines and 
medicines. India’s climate leadership is demonstrated by its ambitious targets and commitment to net 
zero by 2070.   
 
The world’s largest democracy is also fast-tracking the implementation and monitoring of the SDGs at 
the national and sub-national levels to meet the ambitious goals.  
 
Read and download the 2022 Human Development Report: 
https://www.undp.org/india/human-development-report-2021-22. 
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